The Growth of Sudan Communications
The other route from Egypt to the Sudan was by way
of the Bed Sea and SuaMn, and thence across the desert
for 260 miles by the caravan road to Berber, This was
the principal trade route of the Sudan in bygone days,
and was the road by which the ivory, slaves and gold—
the staple exports of the Sudan—found their way to the
coast for shipment to Suez or Jeddah, or the to^ms of
Southern Arabia and the Persian Gulf. The Nile route
was little used except by officials and travellers—the
trade of the country was carried by camels over the
Suakin-Berber road.
To unite the Sudan with Egypt by railway and steamer,
and so bring Khartoum within five or six days* journey
of Cairo was the dream of successive Viceroys. Said
Pasha entertained the idea in 1860, bat the finances of
Egypt were in no state to bear the cost of such an under-
taking.
Said's successor, Ismail, was not the man to be tram-
melled by such considerations, and amongst other am-
bitious schemes, launched the great project for the con-
struction of a railway from Wadi Haifa to Metemma and
Khartoum with branch lines to the Bed Sea and to the
Western provinces of Korfofaa aad J>arfur.
Let us consider for a moment the extent of the whole
scheme :
 (1)	A line from Wadi Haifa to Metamma, 600 miles.
 (2)	A line from Abu Gusi to El Fasher, 500 miles.
 (3)	A line from Shendi to the Bed Sea, 400 miles,
A total of some 1,400 miles of railway line which—at
a moderate estimate—would have cost from seven to eight
million pounds to construct and equip. The actual
outcome of this colossal scheme was the construction of
33 miles of railway from Wadi Haifa to Sarrae, which
cost the Government £450,000: and in 1878 General
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